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Module  4 


OVERVIEW 


Have  you  ever  gone  camping  in  the  forest  with  your  family  or  a group  of 
friends?  You  may  be  an  experienced  camper,  or  perhaps  you  have  only  been 
camping  a few  times  or  not  at  all.  Imagine,  however,  that  you  and  several  of 
your  friends  have  just  won  a camping  trip  to  an  Alberta  mountain  park.  You 
will  be  provided  with  the  necessary  camping  equipment  as  well  as 
transportation  to  and  from  the  park.  You  will  be  on  your  own  while  camping. 
This  should  be  easy;  just  relax,  enjoy  the  scenery,  and  breathe  in  the  fresh  air. 

Unfortunately,  this  experience  is  not  that  easy.  You  still  need  to  know  how  to 
set  up  camp  and  how  to  organize  and  plan  activities  to  get  the  most  out  of  the 
time  you  spend  camping.  You  also  need  to  be  able  to  get  along  well  with  your 
friends  while  camping  to  make  the  experience  enjoyable.  For  an  experienced 
camper,  this  would  be  easy;  but  even  then  there  would  be  things  that  could  be 
improved  if  you  evaluate  your  camping  experience.  If  you  were  inexperienced 
at  camping,  this  could  be  your  opportunity  to  apply  and  practice  what  you 
have  learned  in  this  course. 

In  modules  1 to  3 you  learned  some  very  important  ideas  and  skills  that  are 
needed  in  order  to  have  a successful  camping  trip.  In  Module  1 you  learned  trip 
planning,  food  preparation,  shelters,  care  for  yourself  and  your  equipment,  and 
fires  and  stoves.  In  Module  2 you  studied  listening,  communication,  journal 
writing,  and  setting  personal  goals.  In  Module  3 you  learned  four  ecological 
concepts  including  energy  flow,  cycling  of  materials,  interrelationships,  and 
change  over  time. 

Module  4 provides  an  opportunity  for  you  to  apply  your  knowledge  and  skills  as 
you  plan  a trip,  travel  to  a forest  ecosystem,  camp  with  family  members  or 
friends,  and  evaluate  your  trip  after  it  is  over.  This  will  be  a real  experience,  not 
like  the  trip  you  just  imagined  winning.  It  is  hoped  that  you  enjoy  this  chance  to 
be  outdoors  and  learn  more  about  the  environment. 
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Evaluation 

Your  mark  in  this  module  will  be  determined  by  your  work  in  the  Assignment 
Booklet.  You  must  complete  all  assignments.  In  this  module  you  are  expected 
to  complete  three  section  assignments.  The  assignment  breakdown  is  as 
follows: 


Section  1 Assignment  25  marks 

Section  2 Assignment  35  marks 

Section  3 Assignment  40  marks 

TOTAL  100  marks 


Course  Overview 


This  course  contains  four  modules.  The  module  you  are  working  on  is 
highlighted  in  a deeper  colour. 
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SECTION 


Advanced 

Preparation 


Have  you  ever  watched  a space  shuttle  launch  on  television?  Have  you 
considered  how  much  planning  was  required  to  ensure  that  everything  was 
ready  before  takeoff?  Astronauts  must  go  through  extensive  training  and 
preparation  to  be  ready  for  life  aboard  a space  shuttle.  It  takes  years  of 
planning  to  get  every  detail  right  for  a space  mission.  For  instance,  the 
equipment  needs  to  be  set  up  and  carefully  tested.  Those  chosen  as  the 
crew  must  be  prepared  for  weightlessness  and  other  things  they  will 
experience.  Special  foods  need  to  be  prepared,  schedules  must  be  set  up  for 
experiments,  and  much  more  preparation  is  required. 


NASA 


Just  as  in  space  travel,  some  advanced  preparation  is  also  required  before 
you  can  go  on  a camping  trip.  You  won’t  have  to  prepare  as  much  as 
astronauts  do,  but  some  careful  attention  should  be  given  to  the  different 
aspects  of  your  outing  in  the  forest.  Not  only  do  you  need  to  consider  your 
destination  and  travel  route,  you  must  consider  shelter,  personal 
equipment,  and  food.  You  should  also  improve  your  personal  fitness  for  the 
trip.  It  is  also  beneficial  to  know  what  weather  to  expect. 

In  this  section,  you  will  choose  a destination  and  plan  a route  for  a trip  in  the 
forest.  You  need  to  plan  all  details  regarding  food  preparation,  personal  and 
group  equipment,  and  the  type  of  shelter  you  will  use  on  the  trip.  Refining 
your  physical  skills  and  physical  fitness  is  also  needed  before  going  on  a trip. 
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ACTIVITY 


estination  and  Route  Planning 


Breanne  needs  to  work  out  a detailed  plan  for  her  camping  trip.  She  recalled 
the  importance  of  planning  for  a successful  shuttle  launch  and  realized  she 
would  need  to  do  some  careful  planning  as  well.  She  then  picked  up  her  list  of 
details  to  consider,  that  she  had  worked  on  in  Module  1,  and  started  to  plan  for 
her  camping  trip. 


r First,  I'll  choose  a 
J destination;  then  I'l 
| choose  a route  to 
get  there. 


1.  T ake  the  step  that  Breanne  took.  Decide  on  a destination  and  a route  for 
your  own  camping  trip.  Remember  that  your  sources  of  information  for 
making  choices  are  brochures,  maps,  and  people.  You  need  to  refer  to  all  of 
these  sources.  Answer  the  following: 

a.  Who  is  participating  in  the  trip? 


b.  What  is  the  trip  destination? 


c.  How  long  is  the  trip? 

start: 

end: 

d.  What  route  will  be  taken? 
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Breanne  remembered  that  choosing  a destination  didn’t  necessarily  mean  she 
could  go  there.  It  is  necessary  to  check  to  be  sure  that  the  site  is  available  for 
use.  She  made  some  calls  to  make  sure  the  destination  is  available. 


It's  no  use  planning  a 
trip  to  the  Provincial 
Park  if  the  site  or  the 
trail  is  closed. 


2.  Investigate  the  availability  of  your  destination.  Find  information  about 
shelters,  cooking  facilities,  water  supply,  wood  for  fires,  need  for  permission 
to  use  the  site,  animal  hazards,  and  fire  regulations.  Answer  the  following: 

a.  Is  the  campsite  available? 


b.  Is  the  route  chosen  acceptable:? 


c.  What  type  of  shelter  will  be  used? 


d.  What  cooking  facilities  will  be  used? 


e.  How  will  the  water  be  supplied? 


f.  How  will  the  wood  be  supplied? 
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g.  Do  you  need  permission  or  permits  to  use  the  site? 


h.  Are  there  any  animal  hazards? 


i.  Are  there  any  plant  hazards? 


j.  Are  there  any  fire  regulations? 


Breanne  decided  that  there  were  other  things  to  consider.  The  list  of  details  to 
consider  should  include  the  following: 

• the  need  to  check  the  weather  report 

• the  terrain  that  will  be  encountered  on  the  trail 

• any  medical  needs  and  an  emergency  procedures  plan 

• organization  for  while  on  the  route 

• care  of  equipment,  myself,  and  the  environment 

• the  clothes  needed  (including  footwear) 

• a plan  for  the  evaluation  of  the  trip 

3.  For  the  trip  that  you  are  planning,  answer  the  following: 
a.  What  is  your  plan  for  checking  the  weather  report? 


b.  What  kind  of  terrain  will  you  encounter  on  the  trail  to  the  campsite? 
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c.  What  medical  needs  will  you  need  for  your  group? 


d.  What  is  your  emergency  plan? 


e.  What  is  your  plan  for  organization  while  on  the  route? 


f .  What  do  your  personal  care  needs  include? 
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g.  How  will  you  care  for  your  equipment? 


h.  How  will  you  care  for  the  environment? 


i.  What  clothing  will  you  need? 


j.  How  will  you  plan  for  your  evaluation  of  the  trip? 


Share  your  answers  with  your  learning  facilitator. 


ACTIVITY 

Shelter  and  Equipment 


After  much  consideration  of  alternatives  and  discussion  with  family  and 
friends,  Breanne  decided  on  a site  for  camping.  The  next  step  is  to  make  a list  of 
personal  and  group  equipment  that  she  will  need  for  the  trip.  Her  two  older 
brothers  and  her  friend  Naomi  offered  to  go  along.  She  will  need  to  consider  the 
group’s  needs  as  well  as  her  own. 
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Breanne  was  pleased  that  her  brothers  and  her  friend  offered  to  go  with  her  on 
the  trip;  so  she  arranged  a meeting  to  discuss  the  type  of  shelter  the  group  will 
need  on  the  camping  trip.  The  site  they  are  going  to  has  places  where  they  can 
set  up  tents;  so  they  decided  to  take  two  two-person  tents.  The  group  decided 
that  they  should  share  the  weight  of  the  tents  by  dividing  the  poles,  the  fly,  the 
tent,  and  the  pegs  between  them.  Naomi’s  older  sister  offered  to  drive  the 
heavier  items  to  the  campsite  so  their  loads  could  be  lighter;  but  they  decided  to 
carry  the  tents  themselves. 

1.  Y ou  have  now  decided  on  your  destination  and  route  of  travel,  and  you 
have  decided  what  personal  and  group  equipment  to  take.  You  also  know 
how  many  people  are  going  with  you  on  the  trip. 

a.  List  the  shelter  arrangements  for  the  trip. 
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b.  Decide  on  a method  of  transport  for  the  shelter  or  shelters. 


2.  Make  a list  of  personal  supplies  and  equipment  that  you  will  need  for 

yourself.  Then  list  the  equipment  that  will  be  necessary  for  the  group.  You 
will  consider  the  food  more  carefully  later;  thus,  list  only  the  things  that  you 
will  take  in  your  backpack  and  the  things  that  you  will  carry  for  cooking 
and  shelter.  Dividing  the  group  items  and  the  heavy  items  is  a task  to  be 
decided  later. 


PERSONAL  LIST 

GROUP  LIST 

Share  your  answers  with  your  learning  facilitator. 
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ACTIVITY 


3 


Food  and  Food  Preparation 


Breanne  and  her  group  checked  to  see  what  cooking  facilities  were  available  at 
the  campsite.  There  is  a cookhouse  with  a wood  stove,  a good  supply  of  dry 
wood,  and  lots  of  tables  where  they  can  prepare  and  serve  their  food.  Naomi 
was  able  to  get  a conservation  stove  if  they  needed  one,  but  they  decided 
against  the  idea.  They  agreed  to  use  what  was  there,  and  to  take  another  trip  to 
try  cooking  with  the  conservation  stove. 

Naomi  suggested  that  the  group  should  list  the  meals  that  they  will  have  from 
the  time  that  they  begin  the  trip  until  the  last  meal  before  departing  for  home. 
Breanne  reminded  the  group  that  they  should  also  remember  to  include  the 
snacks  for  the  trail  with  the  regular  meals  at  the  campsite.  They  started  their 
planning  as  follows: 


DAY  1: 

DAY  2: 

DAY  3: 

Snack 

Breakfast 

Breakfast 

Lunch 

Lunch 

Snack 

Trail  Snack 

Dinner 

Dinner 

Snack 

Snack 

The  time  had  come  to  decide  on  some  interesting  menus;  so  they  began  to  work 
out  some  tasty  combinations  for  breakfast,  lunch,  and  dinner  for  each  day. 


Day  2's  breakfast  could  include^ 
orange  juice,  blueberry 
pancakes  (from  premixed  dry 
ingredients),  with  maple  syrup, 

and  butter.  , 


That  sounds  delicious 
and  nutritious,  Naomi., 
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Making  a shopping  list  is  the  next  step  that  they  agreed  on.  Breanne  and  her 
brother,  Oscar,  offered  to  do  the  shopping  the  day  before  the  trip.  Naomi 
suggested  that  they  divide  the  heavy  food  items  for  the  packs. 


Now,  it’s  time  for  you  to  make  some  decisions  about  the  food  you  will  take,  just 
like  Breanne’s  group  did . 

1.  Y ou  have  done  some  investigation  to  find  out  what  cooking  facilities  are 
available  at  the  campsite.  Discuss  the  situation  with  your  travelling 
companions  and  decide  how  you  will  do  your  cooking. 

a.  List  the  cooking  facilities  that  are  available  at  the  campsite. 


b.  Comment  on  your  cooking  arrangements. 
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2.  Decide  how  many  meals  there  will  be  for  your  trip.  Then  decide  what  you 
will  eat  at  each  meal.  Fill  in  the  following  table. 
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3.  Decide  how  many  snacks  there  should  be  on  the  trip.  Decide  when  the 
snacks  will  be  eaten  and  what  you  will  eat  for  each  snack.  Add  this 
information  to  your  meal  plan. 
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4.  Decide  on  the  quantity  of  each  food  item  that  you  will  need.  Prepare  a 
shopping  list  for  the  trip. 
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ACTIVITY 

Refining  Skills  for  the  Trail 

Breanne  and  her  mother  attended  a play  called  The  Phantom  of  the  Opera.  As 
she  sat  enjoying  the  music,  the  acting,  the  scenery,  and  the  story,  she  thought  of 
all  the  practice  that  had  to  be  done  to  get  everything  so  perfect.  “They  must 
have  rehearsed  hundreds  of  times,”  she  thought.  “It’s  probably  a good  idea  to 
have  at  least  one  trial  run  for  our  upcoming  camping  trip.” 


f We  need  to  decide  on  a place  to 
set  up  the  tents,  cook  out,  sleep 
out,  clean  up,  and  have  a short 
I evaluation  just  like  a regular  trip. 

Then  we'll  be  ready  for  the  longer 
l trip  in  the  next  two  weeks. 


“N 


J 


When  she  suggested  the  idea  of  a trial  run  to  the  others,  they  were  excited 
about  the  idea. 

Discuss  the  idea  of  a trial  run  with  your  friends. 

Conduct  your  own  trial  run  by  doing  the  following: 

• Set  up  the  tents. 

• Plan  a menu  for  one  or  more  meals.  (Remember  to  include  snacks.) 

• Pack  a backpack  as  if  you  were  going  away.  Make  a list  if  necessary. 

• Prepare  all  sleeping  arrangements,  and  sleep  out. 

• Cleanup. 

1.  Evaluate  the  trial  run  experience, 
a.  What  worked? 
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b.  What  needed  improvement? 


Another  factor  you  may  consider  before  your  camping  trip  is  your  fitness  level. 
Just  as  astronauts  train  to  increase  their  fitness  level,  you  may  need  to  increase 
your  own  fitness  level.  You  may  wish  to  go  on  daily  hikes  with  your  backpack 
to  prepare  for  your  upcoming  trip.  You  may  wish  to  review  the  section  on 
fitness  in  Module  1.  The  trip  you  plan  should  be  one  that  is  suitable  to  your 
fitness  level. 

2.  How  would  you  describe  your  present  state  of  health  and  fitness  level? 


3.  Will  your  trip  plans  require  consideration  of  any  health  problems  or  your 
fitness  level?  If  so,  explain. 
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4.  List  at  least  three  activities  not  already  mentioned  that  you  can  do  to 
increase  your  fitness  level  for  the  upcoming  trip. 


Share  your  answers  with  your  learning  facilitator. 


Follow-up  Activities 

If  you  had  difficulties  understanding  the  concepts  in  these  activities,  it  is 
recommended  that  you  do  the  Extra  Help.  If  you  have  a clear  understanding  of 
the  concepts,  it  is  recommended  that  you  do  the  Enrichment. 

Extra  Help 

Everyone  makes  plans.  We  plan  to  do  things  each  day.  People  plan  holidays, 
meals,  building  houses,  putting  in  gardens,  and  so  on. 

Making  plans  and  thinking  ahead  helps  make  people  more  prepared  for  the 
tasks  or  events  that  are  coming  up. 

Imagine  that  you  are  going  on  a trip  to  Niagara  Falls.  You  need  to  plan  a way  of 
getting  there,  a place  to  stay,  the  length  of  the  trip,  the  number  of  meals  you  will 
need  on  the  way  there  and  back,  the  clothes  you  will  need,  and  the  money  you 
will  need. 

1.  Complete  the  following  plan  for  a trip  to  Niagara  Falls, 
a.  list  of  people  going 


b.  date  of  trip 
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c.  duration  of  trip 

from: to: 

d.  method  of  travel 


e.  accommodation 


f.  meal  plan 


g.  list  of  things  to  take 


2.  Consider  the  things  that  you  can  do  to  prepare  for  your  trip  to  Niagara  F alls. 

a.  How  can  you  learn  more  about  what  to  see  and  do  at  Niagara  Falls  to 
get  the  most  out  of  your  trip? 


b.  What  things  can  you  do  to  prepare  yourself  for  the  upcoming  trip? 


Share  your  answers  with  your  learning  facilitator. 
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Enrichment 

In  Activity  4 Breanne  and  her  mother  attended  a play  called  The  Phantom  of 
the  Opera.  It  certainly  took  a lot  of  planning  and  practice  to  do  such  a play.  To 
learn  more  about  planning,  you  will  interview  someone  in  your  community 
who  has  organized  and  directed  a play  or  theatre  presentation.  It  may  be  the 
drama  teacher  at  a nearby  junior  high  or  high  school,  or  someone  from  your 
community  who  is  involved  in  community  arts.  Conduct  your  interview 
following  the  interviewing  skills  you  learned  in  Module  2. 

1.  Write  a report  on  what  you  learned  about  the  necessary  planning. 

Name  of  person  interviewed: 

Position  of  person  interviewed: 

Report  of  the  interview: 
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Assignment 

Booklet 


2.  How  can  what  you  learned  about  planning  and  directing  a play  be  adapted 
to  apply  to  the  camping  trip  you  are  planning? 


Conclusion 

Preparing  is  an  important  part  of  many  things  you  do  in  life.  Things  such  as  a 
shuttle  launch,  a holiday,  or  even  a community  play  all  require  some  planning 
and  preparation  to  be  successful. 

In  this  section  you  learned  advanced  preparation  for  a camping  trip  that  you 
will  be  taking  with  one  or  more  friends.  You  chose  a destination  and  a route  for 
your  camping  trip,  made  decisions  about  the  personal  and  group  equipment 
and  supplies  for  the  trip,  decided  which  type  of  shelter  to  use,  decided  on  a 
method  of  food  preparation,  planned  all  of  the  menus,  and  shopped  for  food. 
Finally,  you  had  a trial  run  to  make  sure  that  all  of  the  planning  was  properly 
done.  This  should  help  to  make  your  actual  camping  trip  more  enjoyable  and 
pleasant. 


ASSIGNMENT). 


Turn  to  your  Assignment  Booklet  and  do  the  assignment  for  Section  1. 
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On  the  Trail 


Have  you  ever  gone  on  a trip  by  car?  Did  you  plan  lots  of  things  to  do  while 
you  were  travelling?  Some  people  know  that  they  often  get  restless  or 
bored  from  sitting  in  one  place  for  a long  time;  so  they  plan  some  interesting 
activities.  They  may  play  games,  count  the  different  kinds  of  licence  plates 
on  other  cars,  name  the  different  kinds  of  cars  as  they  pass,  or  look  for 
objects  that  start  with  various  letters  of  the  alphabet.  For  people  like  this, 
getting  there  is  often  the  fun  part  of  the  trip. 


WESTFILE  INC. 

When  you  go  on  a camping  trip,  some  time  will  be  spent  on  the  trail  to  and 
from  the  campsite.  You  may  want  to  take  some  pictures,  look  at  the 
scenery  when  you  get  to  a viewpoint,  listen  to  the  sounds  of  the  ecosystem 
you  are  travelling  through,  look  for  wildlife,  stop  for  a rest  or  a snack,  or  talk 
to  your  travelling  companions.  Planning  for  time  on  the  trail  can  make  it  a 
most  enjoyable  part  of  the  trip. 

In  this  section,  you  will  determine  a plan  of  organization  for  the  time  spent 
en  route  to  your  destination.  You  will  also  conduct  an  eco  checkup  of  the 
forest  as  you  travel  through  it.  Observations  of  your  eco  checkup  should  be 
written  in  your  journal. 
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Module  4 


Module  4 


Section  2:  On  The  Trail 


en  route  - on  or  along  the 
way 


ecosystem  - the  interacting 
system  of  a biological 
community  and  its 
nonliving  surroundings 


potential  - possible  things 
that  could  happen  or 
occur 


ACTIVITY 


En  Route  Organization 


Breanne  and  her  friends  decided  where  they  were  going  to  camp,  and  that  they 
should  hike  along  the  Spruce  Tree  Trail,  which  was  a little  rough  in  sections,  to 
get  there.  “It  will  be  worth  a little  hard  work  if  we  can  have  a good  view  of  the 
area,”  Naomi  suggested.  “We’ll  have  to  plan  the  hike  very  carefully  if  we  hope 
to  have  a pleasant  time  and  any  energy  left  when  we  get  there.”  The  group 
agreed  to  sit  down  and  discuss  a plan  for  en  route  organization.  They  decided 
the  following: 


En  Route  Organization 

• We  all  agree  that  getting  to  the  campsite  is  an  important  goal.  It  is  also 
important  to  observe  the  forest  ecosystem  carefully  as  we  travel 
through  it. 

• We  will  stay  together  so  someone  does  not  get  lost. 

• We  will  travel  with  buddies  so  someone  is  always  looking  out  for 
someone  else. 

• If  there  is  a steep  hill  to  climb,  we  will  stop  at  the  bottom  to  rest  so  we 
have  energy  to  climb  the  hill. 

• We  will  stay  on  the  trail  to  avoid  getting  lost,  and  to  avoid  being 
destructive  to  the  ecosystem. 

• We  will  be  aware  of  potential  hazards  such  as  cliffs,  rushing  streams, 
etc. 

• We  will  know  about  an  emergency  plan  including  emergency  routes 
and  signals.  We  will  leave  our  emergency  plan  with  people  who  can 
help  us  in  case  there  are  any  problems. 

• We  will  be  aware  of  where  the  first-aid  kit  is  kept  and  how  to  use  it. 

• We  will  take  turns  leading,  and  we  will  set  a reasonable  pace  so  that 
all  of  us  are  able  to  keep  up. 

• We  will  have  rest  stops.  This  will  keep  us  from  being  too  tired,  allow 
us  time  to  check  the  wildlife,  allow  for  journal  writing,  and  allow  time 
for  taking  pictures. 
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Breanne  and  her  friends  made  some  important  decisions  about  where  to  go, 
and  they  did  an  en  route  organization  to  make  the  trip  more  pleasant. 


Sometimes,  other  groups  will  drive  to  the  campsite  and  do  the  hiking  in  the 
area.  It  may  save  time  or  it  may  be  a way  of  getting  around  a very  long  hike. 
As  an  alternative,  it  is  possible  to  have  someone  take  the  heavy  equipment 
items  to  the  campsite.  Tents,  wood  supply,  stoves,  or  heavy  food  supplies  may 
be  included  in  this  case.  Having  someone  else  take  in  some  of  the  supply  items 
will  allow  time  for  concentration  on  the  hike  to  the  campsite. 

Decide  on  the  plan  for  your  travels  to  the  camp. 

1.  How  will  you  transport  food,  clothing,  and  shelter  needs  to  the  campsite? 
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2.  What  will  you  include  for  activities  on  the  trail?  Outline  your  plan  in  the 
space  that  follows: 


Share  your  answers  with  your  learning  facilitator. 
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ACTIVITY 


2 


a Journal 


Breanne  and  her  friends  decided  to  take  a journal  to  record  their  observations 
about  the  forest  and  about  their  feelings.  “We  may  want  to  write  a poem  or 
write  about  the  ecology,”  Breanne  said.  “We  can  find  examples  of  change, 
energy  flow,  interrelationships,  and  cycling;  and  we  can  record  our 
observations  by  writing  or  by  taking  photographs.  We  can  also  do  some 
drawings  if  we  want  to.  We  can  include  a log  to  record  exactly  what  happens  on 
the  trip.” 

1.  Refer  to  Module  2.  Review  the  section  on  journal  writing;  then  set  up  a 
journal. 

Include  a separate  page  for  each  of  the  ecological  concepts  in  a forest 
ecosystem:  energy  flow,  change  over  time,  interrelationships,  and  cycling  of 
materials  (air,  water,  and  soil).  This  will  be  used  later  for  an  eco  checkup  of 
the  forest. 

Include  a page  for  a solitude  spot  experience. 

Include  pages  for  drawing,  poetry,  and  thoughts  for  the  day. 

Include  pages  for  things  you  discover. 

Include  a page  for  the  trip  log.  It  will  be  used  to  record  what  happened  on 
your  trip. 

Include  a page  for  evaluation  thoughts.  You  will  use  it  to  record  the  things 
about  your  trip  that  you  are  happy  with  and  those  that  need  improvement. 

2.  Journals  are  also  places  to  record  feelings  of  delight,  wonder,  sadness,  etc. 

As  the  trip  progresses,  use  your  journal  to  record  your  feelings. 

3.  Record  your  camping  activities  in  your  trip  log. 


Share  your  journal  with  your  learning  facilitator. 


If  time  is  limited  or  the  trail  is  short,  you  may  include  the  journal-writing 
activities  at  the  campsite.  This  will  be  necessary  if  you  are  being  transported  to 
the  campsite  by  car.  In  this  case,  hike  from  your  base  camp  and  accomplish  the 
same  tasks.  A final  option  would  be  to  divide  the  journal  writing  between  the 
trail  and  the  campsite. 
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ACTIVITY 


3 


Eco  Checkup  of  a Forest  Ecosystem 


Forests  are  collections  of  one  or  more  kinds  of  trees,  but  they  include  much 
more  than  trees.  A walk  in  a forest  will  allow  you  to  see  things  on  the  forest 
floor,  in  the  sky  over  the  trees,  on  the  trunks  and  branches,  and  in  the  roots 
under  the  ground. 

You  may  observe  shrubs,  grasses,  mosses,  various  kinds  of  fungi,  flowers, 
insects,  birds,  spiders,  mammals,  water,  decaying  leaves,  and  rotting  logs  to 
name  a few. 


WESTFILE  INC. 


In  Module  3 you  did  an  eco  checkup  on  a tree.  The  difference  between  a single 
tree  and  an  entire  forest  ecosystem  becomes  quite  obvious  to  see. 

In  the  forest  ecosystem  there  are  the  following: 


trees 

• flowers 

shrubs 

• insects 

rocks 

• grasses 

soil 

• plants 

birds 

• mammals 

• mosses 

• fungi 

• water 

• decaying  plants  and  animals 

• and  lots  more 
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All  of  these  things  that  make  up  a forest  are  interacting  in  a complex  web  of  life, 
with  each  member  of  the  forest  community  dependent  on  its  surroundings  and 
its  neighbours. 

Now  that  you  are  ready  to  hit  the  trail,  there  are  some  things  to  be  done 
en  route  to  the  campsite. 

1.  Y ou  learned  that  a forest  ecosystem  is  made  up  of  living  and  nonliving 
things.  As  you  travel,  watch  for  examples  that  illustrate  this.  Make  a list  of 
the  variety  of  living  and  nonliving  things  that  you  see. 
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2.  Look  for  examples  of  energy  flow,  interrelationships,  cycling  of  materials, 
and  change  over  time.  Use  your  journal  to  record  your  observations.  Write 
a short  description  under  drawings  or  photographs.  Remember  that  poetry, 
notes  about  sights  and  sounds,  or  simple  sketches  are  also  good  ways  of 
recording  your  observations,  thoughts,  and  feelings. 


Share  your  work  with  your  learning  facilitator. 


Follow-up  Activities 

If  you  had  difficulties  understanding  the  concepts  in  these  activities,  it  is 
recommended  that  you  do  the  Extra  Help.  If  you  have  a clear  understanding  of 
the  concepts,  it  is  recommended  that  you  do  the  Enrichment. 

Extra  Help 

Review  the  activities  in  this  section  carefully.  This  will  also  require  doing  a 
review  of  Module  2,  Section  3 and  Module  3,  Section  2. 

1.  Imagine  that  you  are  taking  a vacation  to  a distant  place.  You  have  either  a 
long  car  ride  or  a long  plane  ride  to  get  to  your  destination. 

a.  What  types  of  activities  would  you  plan  to  help  pass  the  time  in  the  car 
or  in  the  plane  while  travelling? 


b.  How  will  these  activities  make  your  travel  time  more  enjoyable? 
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2.  After  reviewing  Module  2,  Section  3 carefully,  do  the  following, 
a.  Make  a list  of  things  that  can  be  recorded  in  a journal. 


b.  What  things  about  your  camping  trip  in  the  forest  ecosystem  can  be 
recorded  in  a journal? 
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/~TX 

w 


Do  either  question  3 or  question  4. 

Question  3 requires  the  use  of  a videocassette  recorder  (VCR).  Question  4 is  for 
those  students  who  cannot  do  question  3. 

If  you  have  access  to  a videocassette  recorder  (VCR),  watch  the  videotape 
entitled  The  Tree  if  you  can  obtain  it. 

3.  a.  What  life  did  the  oak  tree  support  that  other  trees  in  a forest  may  also 
support? 


b.  What  changes  occurred  in  the  oak  tree  that  you  can  look  for  in  other 
trees  that  exist  in  a forest  ecosystem? 


31 


Environmental  and  Outdoor  Education  Year  One 


If  you  are  unable  to  do  question  3,  then  do  question  4. 

4.  You  did  an  eco  checkup  of  a tree  in  Module  3.  Follow  a similar  format  to 
examine  the  different  trees  in  the  forest  you  hike  through,  and  look  at  the 
leaves,  branches,  bark,  and  trunks  of  different  trees.  What  is  the  general 
state  of  health  of  these  trees? 


Share  your  answers  with  your  learning  facilitator. 


Enrichment 

1.  While  en  route  to  your  camping  destination,  switch  backpacks  and  gear 
that  each  member  of  your  group  carries  to  develop  an  appreciation  for 
each  others’  efforts.  Write  a journal  entry  about  this  experience. 

2.  While  on  your  excursion  into  the  forest  ecosystem,  you  need  to  exercise 
care  and  caution  in  order  to  avoid  being  harmful  to  the  environment.  What 
impact  (however  small  or  great)  did  your  group  have  on  the  environment 
you  travelled  through? 
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3.  After  considering  the  impact  you  had  on  the  environment,  identify  some 
possible  alternatives  you  could  have  chosen  which  would  have  lessened  the 
impact  you  had. 


Share  your  answers  with  your  learning  facilitator. 


Conclusion 

In  Section  2 you  learned  the  details  to  be  considered  when  you  are  on  the  trail  to 
a campsite.  You  made  an  organization  plan  for  the  time  spent  on  the  trail;  you 
set  up  a journal;  then  you  made  use  of  the  journal  to  record  your  experiences 
and  feelings  when  on  the  trail  as  well  as  your  observations  of  the  forest 
ecosystem. 


Assignment 

Booklet 


ASSIGNMENT^ 


Turn  to  your  Assignment  Booklet  and  do  the  assignment  for  Section  2. 
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SECTION 


e Camp 


Experience 


If  you  could  change  your  home  or  apartment,  what  changes  would  you  like 
to  make?  Has  your  family  ever  moved  to  another  home  or  apartment,  or 
built  a new  house? 

The  Sydor  family  decided  to  build  a bigger  house.  There  was  a lot  of 
discussion  about  what  everyone  thought  was  important  to  have.  Every 
room  received  consideration:  the  bedrooms  should  be  large  enough,  there 
should  be  lots  of  closet  and  storage  space,  the  dining  room  should  be  large 
enough  for  company,  and  so  on.  Details  were  worked  out  in  great  detail. 


WESTFILE  INC. 


This  same  kind  of  consideration  has  to  be  given  when  setting  up  a camp  in 
the  outdoors.  There  needs  to  be  consideration  to  making  the  campsite 
pleasant,  energy  efficient,  and  environmentally  friendly.  Consideration  to 
waste  disposal,  recreation,  food  storage,  shelter,  and  sleeping  arrangements 
are  all  just  as  necessary  as  they  are  when  building  a new  house. 

Evaluating  your  camping  trip  when  it  is  over  will  help  you  assess  how  well 
you  considered  the  details  when  you  planned  the  trip.  An  evaluation  of 
each  trip  can  help  make  your  next  trip  more  enjoyable. 

In  this  section,  you  will  set  up  an  environmentally  friendly  campsite  that  will 
meet  all  needs  for  living  in  the  natural  environment.  At  the  campsite  you 
will  share  duties  and  responsibilities,  engage  in  recreation,  and  investigate 
the  forest  ecosystem.  You  will  conclude  the  section  by  completing  an 
evaluation  of  your  camping  trip. 
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Section  3:  The  Camp  Experience 


ACTIVITY 


Scott  persuaded  three  of  his  friends  to  accompany  him  on  a camping  trip  to  a 
forest.  They  did  all  of  the  necessary  trip  planning,  completed  a plan  for 
activities  on  the  trail,  and  met  to  decide  about  a plan  for  setting  up  a campsite. 
They  decided  that  they  wanted  to  have  very  little  impact  on  the  environment. 

To  accomplish  this,  they  began  to  list  some  of  the  things  that  they  could  do. 

• Use  the  firewood  that  is  supplied  at  the  campsite.  If  there  is  a short  supply, 
Scott’s  father  will  drive  some  to  the  camp. 

• Burn  the  wood  supply  only  when  necessary  (for  cooking  or  for  an 
evening  campfire ).  Keep  the  fire  small. 

• Use  conservation  stoves  for  most  meals. 

• Follow  all  procedures  for  a latrine.  Locate  it  wisely.  Replace  the  surface 
when  the  latrine  is  buried  in  the  camp  clean  up. 

• Camp  only  in  the  tenting  area  so  the  ground  cover  in  the  forest  is  left 
undisturbed. 

• Use  the  waste  water  dump  that  is  provided. 

• Pick  up  garbage  on  the  trail.  Deposit  garbage  in  the  bins  supplied,  or 
carry  it  out  of  the  campsite. 

• Carefully  extinguish  all  fires. 
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1.  Decide  on  some  rules  for  use  of  the  site.  Write  down  your  rules.  Remember 
you  want  to  set  up  an  environmentally  friendly  campsite. 


2.  Draw  a diagram  of  your  campsite. 


Share  your  answers  with  your  learning  facilitator. 
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ACTIVITY 

Group  Living  at  Camp 


So  far  you  have  made  lots  of  decisions  about  the  trip,  you  have  travelled  to  the 
site  and  you  have  set  up  an  environmentally  friendly  campsite.  Now  that  you 
have  done  these  things,  you  need  to  do  some  things  to  make  living  at  the 
campsite  worthwhile. 


Scott’s  group  listed  things  that  they  might  do  while  at  the  campsite. 


• look  for  examples  of  soil  cycling 

• look  for  examples  of  change  over  time 

• look  for  examples  of  energy  flow 

• look  for  examples  of  interrelationships 

• make  observations  about  the  weather 

• study  the  age  of  a tree 

• sit  in  a solitude  spot  to  think 

• look  for  different  types  of  birds 

• walk  on  an  interpretive  trail 

• listen  to  the  sounds  of  nature 

• look  for  living  and  nonliving  things 

• search  for  animal  tracks 


• go  on  a hike 

• have  a campfire 

• have  a sing-along 

• write  poetry 

• sketch 

• look  for  insects 

• take  photographs 

• write  in  a journal 

• take  a nap 

• study  a rotting  log 

• look  for  plant  life 

• study  wild  flowers 
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1.  Y ou  will  not  have  time  to  do  every  possible  activity  on  your  trip.  Meet  with 
your  camping  companions  to  decide  the  things  that  you  will  do  while  at  the 
campsite.  Your  list  can  include  some  of  the  items  in  the  previous  list,  or  it 
may  include  others  as  well. 

Remember:  Duties  like  cooking,  cleaning,  and  setting  up  shelters  are  group 
responsibilities.  These  duties  and  how  you  will  use  your  recreation  time 
should  be  included. 


2.  Monitor  the  weather  as  the  trip  progresses.  Record  your  observations. 


DAY 

DESCRIPTION  OF  THE  WEATHER 

Share  your  answers  with  your  learning  facilitator. 
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Do  you  ever  sit  quietly  and  listen  to  the  sounds  of  other  living  things  or  to  the 
sounds  of  machines?  Have  you  listened  to  the  sounds  of  insects  and  birds,  the 
smack  of  a beaver’s  tail,  or  the  chatter  of  a squirrel?  Have  you  heard  the  sound 
of  a woodpecker  as  it  searches  for  insects  under  the  bark  of  a tree  or  heard  the 
sound  of  trees  creaking  as  they  move  in  the  wind?  Have  you  listened  to  the 
sounds  of  wind  or  rain?  Have  you  heard  the  sounds  of  running  streams  or 
waterfalls?  Do  smells  of  flowers,  cut  grass,  air  after  the  rain,  or  decaying  leaves 
evoke  pleasant  feelings? 

Do  you  use  your  eyes  to  look 
for  colours  in  the  sky,  the 
differences  of  colours  in  the 
plants,  the  beauty  of  animals, 
the  shadows  and  textures  of 
spider  webs  glistening  in  the 
sunlight  or  moonlight? 

Find  a trail  that  leads  away 
from  your  campsite.  As  you 
follow  the  trail,  look  for  a 
special  place  that  can  be  used 
as  a solitude  spot  where  you 
can  go  observe  nature.  Search 
for  a place  where  no  one  will 
distract  you  as  you  observe. 

Sometimes,  it’s  wonderful  to 
just  sit  quietly  and  appreciate 
the  beauty  of  nature  with  all  of 
its  sounds  and  sights. 

3.  Choose  a solitude  spot  in  the  forest  where  the  beauty  of  nature  appeals  to 
you.  The  setting  can  be  any  naturally  treed  area  close  to  your  campsite. 
When  you  reach  your  solitude  spot,  sit  quietly.  Do  the  following: 

• Look  for  living  and  nonliving  things. 

• Look  for  different  colours. 

• Take  in  a big  view,  and  look  all  around  you. 

• Place  your  hands  over  your  ears,  and  take  a closer  look. 

• Put  your  hands  over  your  eyes,  and  listen. 

Write  a page  in  your  journal  to  tell  of  your  experience. 


Share  your  answers  with  your  learning  facilitator. 
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defined  - limited  or  having 
set  boundaries 


You  usually  depend  on  sight  as  a means  of  getting  information  from  your 
surroundings.  Taking  a walk  while  blindfolded  may  be  used  to  learn  about  a 
forest  environment  in  a different  way. 


The  activity  begins  with  one  person  leading  a blindfolded  person  by  the  hand, 
or  by  placing  the  blindfolded  person’s  hand  on  the  leader’s  shoulder,  to  a tree 
within  a small  defined  area.  The  success  of  the  walk  will  depend  on  the 
maturity  and  trustworthiness  of  you  and  your  partner.  It  is  very  important  that 
you  understand  that  the  person  leading  is  responsible  for  the  blindfolded 
person’s  safety.  This  is  not  an  opportunity  to  take  advantage  of  another 
person’s  trust. 

When  you  choose  a spot  for  the  blind  walk,  be  sure  to  pick  a place  where  there 
is  a good  trail  or  an  open  area  of  forest  floor.  Areas  of  tightly-spaced  trees,  thick 
undergrowth,  or  steep  inclines  are  not  suitable. 

When  the  blindfolded  person  (you  or  your  partner)  gets  to  the  tree,  he  or  she 
should  do  the  following: 

• get  familiar  with  the  tree  by  using  the  senses  of  touch,  smell,  taste,  or 
hearing 

• touch  the  ground  under  and  around  the  tree  to  note  what  else  is  growing 
close  by  (This  should  help  later  when  looking  for  the  special  tree.) 
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The  blindfolded  person  is  then  led  back  to  the  starting  point,  and  the  blindfold  is 
removed.  Then,  the  person  that  was  blindfolded  tries  to  return  to  the  special 
tree.  Take  turns  being  blindfolded. 


Module  4 


Section  3:  The  Camp  Experience 


4.  Complete  a journal  entry  for  your  blind-walk  experience.  T ell  who  was 
involved,  when  and  where  the  walk  took  place,  what  you  experienced,  and 
what  senses  were  involved. 


MY  BUND-WALK  EXPERIENCE 


Drawing  of  the  Tree 


Share  your  answers  with  your  learning  facilitator. 
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ACTIVITY 


Trip  Evaluation 


Scott  and  his  friends  returned  from  their  camping  trip  to  a provincial  park  that 
was  celebrating  the  opening  of  a new  wilderness  trail.  Scott  suggested  that 
they  each  complete  a short  evaluation  of  the  weekend  so  they  can  improve  for 
a similar  trip  next  year. 


If  we  evaluate  our  camping  trip, 
it  will  help  us  avoid  the  same 
mistakes  on  our  next  trip!  We  can 
even  make  some  suggestions  for 
next  time. 


In  Module  1,  you  learned  the  important  details  to  consider  before  leaving  on  a 
trip,  during  a trip,  and  after  a trip  is  over.  While  the  trip  was  in  progress,  you 
were  reminded  that  you  should  pay  close  attention  to  things  that  you  might 
have  forgotten  or  things  that  would  need  to  be  improved  before  taking  another 
trip. 

In  Module  2,  you  learned  the  importance  of  keeping  a journal.  A journal  is  used 
so  you  can  record  your  observations  and  make  important  notes  for  future  trips. 


Read  through  the  notes  you  made  during  your  trip. 

1.  Complete  an  evaluation  of  your  trip  by  considering  each  of  the  following 
details.  Suggest  improvements  for  the  next  trip;  give  your  opinion  of  how 
successful  things  turned  out;  and  state  facts  that  you  want  to  remember. 

a.  clothing  and  footwear: 


b.  shelter: 


c.  safety: 
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d.  location: 


e.  terrain  on  the  trail: 


f.  medical  needs: 


g.  animal  hazards: 


h.  water: 


i.  plants: 


j.  emergency  procedures: 


k.  en  route  organization: 


1.  fires  and  stoves: 


m.  permits  and  permission: 


n.  breaking  camp: 
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o.  care  of  the  environment: 


p.  care  of  equipment: 


2.  Complete  a simple  evaluation  using  the  following  form. 


Date:  

Destination: 


Things  You  Were  Happy  With 

Things  You  Were  Not  Happy  With 

Recommendations  for  future  trips: 


List  five  things  you  learned  from  this  experience. 


Share  your  answers  with  your  learning  facilitator. 
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Follow-up  Activities 

If  you  had  difficulties  understanding  the  concepts  in  these  activities,  it  is 
recommended  that  you  do  the  Extra  Help.  If  you  have  a clear  understanding  of 
the  concepts,  it  is  recommended  that  you  do  the  Enrichment. 

Extra  Help 

Your  camping  experience  requires  you  to  use  all  the  skills  and  knowledge 
learned  so  far  in  this  course.  Module  1 should  be  reviewed  to  help  you  set  up  a 
camp  and  carry  out  your  camping  duties.  Module  2 may  be  reviewed  to  help 
you  learn  more  about  communicating  and  getting  along  with  those  you  camp 
with,  and  to  assist  you  in  recording  your  experiences  in  journal  entries.  A 
review  of  Module  3 should  increase  your  understanding  of  the  forest  ecosystem, 
and  help  you  appreciate  and  become  more  aware  of  the  forest  setting  you 
camp  in. 

1.  Practice  the  activities  close  to  home  before  going  on  a trip  to  a forest.  Camp 
in  your  yard,  a friend’s  yard,  or  a family  member’s  yard  to  test  your  skills. 

Write  a page  in  your  journal  about  this  experience,  how  well  it  worked,  and 
how  you  felt  while  doing  it. 

Everyday,  you  use  your  senses  to  observe  the  things  around  you.  You  could 
probably  talk  about  all  of  the  things  found  in  your  bedroom  or  in  your  kitchen; 
but  how  closely  do  you  observe  the  things  around  you  when  you  are  in  the 
outdoors.  Observing  carefully  is  important  if  you  want  to  become  more  aware 
of  your  surroundings  and  appreciate  how  things  work. 

2.  Sit  in  a solitude  spot  in  your  yard  or  at  a park  and  do  the  following: 

• Put  your  hands  over  your  eyes,  and  listen  to  the  sounds. 

• Open  your  eyes  and  cover  your  ears,  and  observe  what  is  around  you. 

• Look  on  different  levels:  close  to  the  ground,  up  in  the  sky,  and 
everywhere  in  between. 

• Look  for  colours,  texture,  and  shapes  of  living  and  nonliving  things. 

• Look  into  the  distance;  then,  look  close  up. 

• T ake  a detailed  look  at  everything  as  you  enjoy  the  solitude  spot  that 
you  have  chosen. 

List  the  previous  things  you  hear  and  see  in  your  journal. 


Share  your  answers  with  your  learning  facilitator. 
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Enrichment 

Do  one  or  more  of  the  following: 

1.  Plan  for  and  go  on  other  camping  trips. 

2.  Do  a blindfold  walk  without  verbal  instruction.  In  this  instance,  differing 
hand  pressure  can  be  used  to  slow  progress,  encourage  blindfolded  partners 
to  step  over  obstacles,  or  help  them  to  stoop  low. 

Lead  the  blindfolded  person  using  physical  contact  on  a nature  walk. 
Introduce  them  to  trees,  plants,  rocks,  and  logs.  (Don’t  include  any  rose 
bushes  with  prickly  stems  or  any  other  objects  that  may  be  dangerous  to 
touch.)  Encourage  the  blindfolded  person  to  touch  and  smell  as  many 
things  as  possible.  Do  not  taste  anything.  Take  turns  being  blindfolded. 

Write  a report  in  your  journal  about  your  blindfold  expedition. 

3.  T ake  a walk  along  a forest  path.  Carefully  notice  the  things  that  you  see 
and  hear.  Return  along  the  same  path.  Make  a list  of  things  you  did  not 
observe  the  first  time. 
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4.  Draw  the  things  that  make  up  a forest. 


Share  your  answers  with  your  learning  facilitator. 


Conclusion 


In  this  section,  you  discussed  a set  of  rules  for  setting  up  an  environmentally 
friendly  campsite.  Next,  you  set  up  the  campsite  and  monitored  the  weather 
while  living  there.  You  met  with  your  camping  companions  to  decide  on  the 
activities  and  essential  duties  to  be  completed  by  each  group  member. 

Section  3 should  have  strengthened  your  understanding  of  the  things  that  make 
up  a forest  ecosystem.  You  learned  that  there  are  many  living  and  nonliving 
things  in  a forest.  Birds,  insects,  trees,  shrubs,  flowers,  grasses,  mammals,  soil, 
rocks,  fungi,  water,  and  many  other  things  make  up  the  ecosystem  and  are  all 
interdependent. 
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You  made  use  of  a variety  of  solitude  spots  in  the  forest  in  order  to  carefully 
observe  the  sounds,  sights,  smells,  and  touch  of  the  things  around  the  solitude 
spot.  In  some  cases,  you  worked  with  a partner  so  that  you  would  not  be  lonely 
or  in  any  danger. 

While  blindfolded  and  working  with  a partner,  you  further  heightened  your 
awareness  and  appreciation  of  the  forest  by  observing  trees  and  physical 
features  of  the  surroundings  (such  as  rocks  and  plants). 

As  this  section  concluded,  you  learned  about  evaluation.  You  began  by 
reviewing  the  details  to  consider  before  a trip,  during  a trip,  and  after  a trip. 
You  learned  that  careful  consideration  of  what  went  right  and  what  went 
wrong  on  a camping  trip  is  a form  of  evaluation.  You  learned  that  doing  an 
evaluation  is  a means  of  avoiding  the  same  mistakes  on  future  trips. 


Assignment 

Booklet 


ASSIGNMENT7^ 


Turn  to  your  Assignment  Booklet  and  do  the  assignment  for  Section  3. 


Module  Summary 

In  Module  4,  you  began  by  doing  the  advanced  preparation  for  a camping  trip 
with  some  family  or  friends.  You  chose  a destination,  and  a route  for  travel, 
planned  menus,  determined  personal  and  group  equipment  and  shelter  needs, 
and  did  a trial  run  to  make  sure  that  all  was  prepared  for  the  trip. 

Next,  you  decided  on  a plan  of  organization  for  the  time  spent  on  the  trail  to  the 
campsite,  conducted  a check  of  the  ecosystem  while  on  the  trail,  and  used  your 
journal  to  observe  what  you  saw  and  heard.  Then,  you  met  with  your  group  to 
decide  on  the  activities  for  setting  up  an  environmentally  friendly  campsite, 
and  you  determined  the  essential  duties  and  activities  to  be  done  at  the 
campsite.  You  concluded  by  evaluating  your  trip,  which  should  help  to  make 
your  future  camping  trips  more  enjoyable. 
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COURSE  SURVEY  FOR  ENVIRONMENTAL  AND  OUTDOOR  EDUCATION 

YEAR  ONE 


Please  evaluate  this  course  and  return  this  survey  with  your  last  module  assignment.  This  is  a course  designed  in  a 
new  distance-learning  format,  so  we  are  interested  in  your  responses.  Your  constructive  comments  will  be  greatly 
appreciated  so  that  a future  revision  may  incorporate  any  necessary  improvements. 


Name 

Course 

Address 

Age  □ 

under  19 

□ 

19  to  40 

□ 

over  40 

File  No.  Date 


Design 

1 .  This  course  contains  a series  of  Module  Booklets  and  Assignment  Booklets.  Do  you  like  the  idea  of  separate 
booklets? 


2.  Have  you  ever  enrolled  in  a correspondence  course  before  that  arrived  as  one  large  volume? 
□ Yes  □ No  If  yes,  which  style  do  you  prefer? 


3.  The  Module  Booklets  contained  a variety  of  self-assessed  activities.  Did  you  find  it  helpful  to  be  able  to  check 
your  work  and  have  immediate  feedback? 

□ Yes  □ No  If  yes,  explain. 
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Course  Survey 


4.  Were  the  questions  and  directions  easy  to  understand? 


□ Yes  □ No  If  no,  explain. 


5.  Each  section  contains  Follow-up  Activities.  Which  type  of  Follow-up  Activity  did  you  choose? 

□ mainly  Extra  Help 

□ a variety 

□ mainly  Enrichment 

□ none 

Did  you  find  these  activities  beneficial? 

□ Yes  □ No  If  no,  explain. 


6.  Did  you  understand  what  was  expected  in  the  Assignment  Booklets? 
□ Yes  □ No  If  no,  explain. 


7.  The  course  materials  were  designed  to  be  completed  by  students  working  independently  at  a distance.  Were  you 
always  aware  of  what  you  had  to  do? 

□ Yes  □ No  If  no,  provide  details. 


Name  of  Student 
Name  of  School 


Student  I.D.  # 
Date  
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8.  Suggestions  for  audiocassette  and  videocassette  activities  are  included  in  the  course.  Were  you  able  to  use  these 
media  options? 

□ Yes  □ No  Comment  on  the  lines  below. 


Course  Content 

1 .  What  is  your  overall  impression  of  the  course?  Did  it  meet  your  expectations? 


2.  Did  you  find  the  work  load  reasonable? 
□ Yes  □ No  If  no,  explain. 


3.  Did  you  have  any  difficulty  with  the  reading  level? 
□ Yes  □ No  Please  comment. 


4.  How  would  you  assess  your  general  reading  level? 

□ poor  reader 

□ average  reader 

□ good  reader 


Name  of  Student 
Name  of  School  . 


Student  I.D.  # 
Date  ______ 
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5.  Was  the  material  presented  clearly  and  with  sufficient  depth? 
□ Yes  □ No  If  no,  explain. 


General 

1 . What  did  you  like  least  about  the  course? 


2.  What  did  you  like  most  about  the  course? 


Additional  Comments 


Name  of  Student 
Name  of  School 


Student  I.D.  # 
Date  
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Only  students  enrolled  with  the  Alberta  Distance  Learning  Centre  need  to  complete  the  remaining  questions. 


1 .  Did  you  contact  Alberta  Distance  Learning  Centre  for  help  or  information  while  doing  your  course? 

□ Yes  □ No  If  yes,  approximately  how  many  times?  ... _ 

Did  you  find  the  staff  helpful? 

□ Yes  □ No  If  no,  explain. 


2.  Were  you  able  to  fax  any  of  your  assignments? 

□ Yes  □ No  If  yes,  comment  on  the  value  of  being  able  to  do  this. 


3.  If  you  were  mailing  your  assignments,  how  long  was  it  taking  for  Assignment  Booklets  to  return? 


4.  Was  the  feedback  you  received  from  your  correspondence  teacher  helpful? 
□ Yes  □ No  Please  comment. 


Thanks  for  taking  the  time  to  complete 
this  survey.  Your  feedback  is  important 
to  us. 

Fax  Number:  674-6686 


Instructional  Design  and  Development  Unit 

Alberta  Distance  Learning  Centre 

Box  4000 

Barrhead,  Alberta 

TOG  2P0 


Name  of  Student 
Name  of  School 


Student  I.D.  # 
Date  - 
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MODULE 


ossary 


defined 

ecosystem 

en  route 
potential 


• limited  or  having  set  boundaries 

• the  interacting  system  of  a biological  community  and  its 
nonliving  surroundings 

• on  or  along  the  way 

• possible  things  that  could  happen  or  occur 


Appendix 
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